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‘Everyone thinks they must
have a plan. Just keep the
vision and it will carry you.
At the core of every success
story is passion.’

MARY LYN MILLER

Manhattan Beach career consultant, shown left




Mary Lyn Miller, founderof the Career C
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ic in Manhattan Beach, teaches peopie to pariay their passions into dream jobs.

Passion for change

By Meredith Grenjer
STAFF WRITER

Imagine working 60 hours a week and
providing daily fodder for & boss who
dines on junior executives.

Or drowning in & 9-to-56 foreverland of
dead-end drudgery and boredom.

Then suddenly & voice says: “Follow
vour passion, It's the key to discovering
the special, dynamic person vou really
are, And here are the tools to parlay this
passion into the career of your dreams.”

It may sound like something out of the
Wizard of Oz, but that's just what
happened to 20 participants at 2 meeting
of the Career €linic’s “power team™ on a
recent Sunday morning at the EQ.EQS
Hotel. .3_8. aTe on & journey to “pursue
their passion” that began more than a
year ago when they first met the voice,
Mary Lyn Miller, a dvnamic Manhattan
Beach career consultant and the clini
founder.

After 60 seconds with Miller, you feel
a8 though you've been jolted awake after
= long sleep. In five more minutes your
endorphing have surged exponentially.
And by the end of an hour, you feel as if
wou can fly.

Her cliente say when it comes to
motivating people to “find their life's
work,"” she walks on water.

Participanis in
career clinic find
their life’s work by
Jollowing dreams

Take Melissa Vardey. A year ago she
wae a professional pianist and songwriter
who had hlecked her musical creativity.
Now she's written a song recorded by
Michael Crawford that is No. 1 in
Australia and has landed a writing
contract with Warner Bros.

Christine Nesbitt was “in a coma
emotionally™ and had an indoor job. Now
she’s investigating ways to pursue her
passion for the outdoors, maybe join an
ecological expedition team or the Peace
Corps.

Toni Taub finally is following a dream
that she repressed since she was 12 years
old. The would-be actress won a role ina
junior college production of “Jesus Christ
Superstar,”

Miller greets the group. *Good
morning!” she shouts, wired for sound
and pacing back and forth.

“Good morning!” the group shouts back.

As advanced students, they know energy

18 part of the dril, despite the Y am.
hour.

“Walcome to the power team, Every
one of you is involved with your passion.
So the focus of this group is the ongoing
expression of your own genius . ..

Clearly Miller is pursuing her passion,
but her genius has been a longtime “work
in progress,” the term she uses to
deecribe the process of “re-inventing
yourself — building a lifestyle around
who you really are.”

Her clients run the gamut from
students needing advice on college majors
to retirees seeking second careers,

Arriving in California from [linois in
1871 with a degree in communications,
u:o wEdvma on the corporate fast :.mnr

g vice president for a fi

.Embgmem.; oihu;m:nﬁ until 1975,

when her daughter, Brandy, was born.
Between then and 1980, Miller co-owned
a feminist bookstore in Manhattan
Beach, sold accordion lessons and got
divorced, In 1980 she opened a career
consultant business, which was growing
nicely when Miller was diagnosed with
bladder cancer in 1986

*I had to put all my energies into
fighting cancer, 20 I had no intention of
continuing my business. T didn’t know if 1
was going to live, how I would make any
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